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Figure 3.1: Overview of excavated remains at Chlorakas-Palloures, with sample numbers and 
building numbers (B). The inset illustrates the extent of the surveyed site in grey and excavated 
trenches in white. 

with a wall thickness of one metre, an internal diameter of 14 metres and a 
central hearth platform measuring two metres in diameter, is one of few known 
Chalcolithic buildings of such monumental proportions (Klinkenberg 2017). 
The building was fitted with a two centimetre thick white plaster floor which 
ran outside to a portico area. After the period of use of the building in conjunc
tion with the thick plaster floor, a soil layer of varying thickness was deposited. 
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Figure 3.2: Scan and sketch indicating the primary elements of thin section 799 from building 
6, height 75 mm. The floor sequence comprises of lime (L), platy compacted soil (PCS), clay 
(C) and red clay (RC). Photomicrograph 1 illustrates the fine clay of the uppermost (RC) floor
layer. Photomicrograph 2 shows the fine lime material used for the lowermost layer, and exhibits
some internal horizontal layering. Photomicrograph 3 shows the top of a clay layer with ash and
microcharcoal deposited on top.

40 VICTOR hlINKENBERG 



Figure 3.3: Scan and sketch indicating the primary elements of thin section 735 from building 1, 
height 75 mm. Photomicrograph 1 illustrates the top of the lime floor and two fine lime plaster 
finishes (a & 6) and an ashy occupation layer (c). Photomicrograph 2 exhibits lithic (L) and ce
ramic (c) inclusions in the lime floor body. Photomicrograph 3 shows a typical example of plary 
compacted soil (PCS), with parallel oriented clasts and platy voids. 
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FLOOR SEQUENCES 

Each sampled building at Palloures yielded a sequence of constructed surfaces 
in thin section. Where these floor layers were deposited directly on top of each 
other, for the purpose of this paper, -they are considered multiple renovations of 
a single floor. This is the case for the floor layers observed in Buildings 6, 7, 10 
and 11. If multiple floors existed in these buildings, they were outside the extent 
of the thin sections, which for these buildings measure around eight centimetre 
in height. 

In Buildings 1, 12 and 13 the sequence of floor layers was interrupted by 
loose brown soil, denoting potential gaps in occupation (Figure 3.4). In Building 
1 the floors were preserved in patches, and the two successive floor sequences 
were sampled in two separate soil columns. Due to the uneven floor elevation in 
this building, it is unclear how far apart the two floor sequences in Building 1 
were. In Buildings 12 the entire floor sequence could be observed within a single 
thin section, while the monolith from Building 13 was processed into four over
lapping thin sections, totalling 30 centimetres. In total, eleven floor sequences 
were recognized in seven sampled buildings (Figure 3.4). 

Floors contain between one and six single-component layers of compacted 
soil, day or lime. No mixing of components is observed, so no lime was used 
in any of the soil or day layers for instance. Four floors are composed of only a 
single layer of compacted soil, three massive, one platy. All other floors comprise 
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Building nr 1 6 7 10 11 12 13 

Sample nr 735 741 799 747 1471 1470 1472 1473 (1-4) 

Figure 3.4: Schematic representation of floor sequences in microfacies at Palloures with approx
imate thickness of layers rounded to centimetres. Each column represents the sampled floor se
quences in a thin section from one building. Building 1 yielded two thin sections with uncertain 
overlap, and Building 13 yielded four overlapping thin sections, here presented as one column. 
Empty cells represent a hiatus in floor construction and the deposition of brown soil (BS). CL= 
clay; L = lime floor; MCS = massive compacted soil; PCS= platy compacted soil; RC = red clay; 
S = unspecified soil layer. 
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